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THE EMERALD NECKLACE: 
 
RECONNECTING NATURAL SYSTEMS ACROSS THE WATERSHED 

Catalina Island 

Angeles National Forest 



Olmsted Bartholomew 1929  

Green Infrastructure Vision 

LOS ANGELES BASIN 



San Gabriel Mountains 

• Nationally designated Wilderness Area- San 
Gabriel 

• TOTAL Acreage, Biodiversity, Historical 
Significance from web site or web, watershed 
function – water harvesting, municipal water 
supply 

POTENTIAL NATIONAL RECREATION AREA WITH NPS 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c6/ANF_East_Fork01.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Angelesnationalforest.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SanGabrielPeakDetail.jpg


1 in 20 Americans live within 1 hour of the San Gabriel Mountains 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9/Los_Angeles_Basin_JPLLandsat.jpg




Necessity of  
Green Infrastructure: 
Majority of the population  
live in urban areas: 
•PUBLIC HEALTH 

•Access to Recreation 
•Social Equity/Environmental  
 Justice 
•Nature Deficit Disorder 
 

•ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
•Air & Water Quality 
•Greenhouse Gas Uptake 
•Heat Island Mitigation 
 

•COMPLIANCE  FEDERAL  
  & STATE MANDATES 

•Clean Water & Air Acts 
•Ms4 Permits, SB375… 

•BEAUTY…CULTURE 
•JOBSTRAINING & JOBS 
 
 



Community Outreach Process 

• Does the community want signage? 

• If so, what do people want to know? 



Rio Hondo 





 

STORM DRAIN SYSTEM 

http://www.algalita.org/gallery2/main.php?g2_itemId=137


Catalina Island 





A Hierarchy of Scale 
• Size and content depends on location 

– Highway/ freeway 

– Streetside 

– Park/ trail entrances 

– Smaller signage  

– within parks 

 



Alhambra 
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Trail 

TIER ONE: E:  5 

acres and greater 

TIER TWO: 3-5 acres   

TIER Three: 2 acres 

and less “Pocket 

Parks – Entrances” 

TIER FOUR: 

Connector Trails   

Park Hierarchy 

Forest Gateway 

POTENTIAL NATIONAL RECREATION AREA WITH NPS 
Urban Disadvantaged Community Case Study Area 



‘Multi Benefit’ Project Components 

 

 







Hollydale Park 



Hollydale Park 



Circle Park 



Circle Park 





Youth Job Training-  
“Green Collar” 



A Hierarchy of Community Needs 

• Practical/ way-finding 

• Interpretive 

– Place-based (cultural/ historical) 

– River, Water, Environment 



 



 



• Community Based Designers 

• Artists/ Sculptors/Artisans 

• Signage  Designers/Graphic Designers 

• Source materials from 

Academic Institutions  

& Archives 

• Amigos Fellows work 

 with local cultural 

 groups 

Who Put the Signage Together? 





Who Approves the Signage? 

 

• Jurisdiction 

• Or Multiple Jurisdictions 

• MUST BE COMPLIANT WITH 

SIGNAGE GUIDELINES : LOGOS, 

FONT,COLORS, 

• CONFIGURATIONS 



Operation and Maintenance 

• Challenges faced 

• Best practices 



NEXUS STORM WATER MANAGEMENT & CULTURAL/NATURAL HISTORY 





Rio Vista Park 
Eco Rain Tanks 

Water Resources: Conservation, Infiltration 















CELEBRATE Natural & Cultural HISTORY 





La Historia Society 













PASSIVE ACTIVE INTERLACE 

•State-of-the-art: Sports Field and 

Perimeter Nature Trail 

• Outdoor Interpretive Area / Re 

Connect to Nature 

*Congressional Appropriation- Congresswoman, Hilda Solis partial funding 

 

City of El Monte 

Durfee/Thompson School 











 



 



 







Thank you! 

 

Questions? 

Comments? 

 
More info:  

www.amigosdelosrios.org 

info@amigosdelosrios.org 

 

Claire Robinson – Managing Director 

claire@amigosdelosrios.org 

O: (626) 791-1611  C: (626) 676-2027 


